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SMALLER 
WINE GRAPE 

CROP PACKS 
A PUNCH

SOUTH AFRICA’S 2022 VINTAGE 
WILL WOW CONSUMERS WITH 

EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY WINES, 
ALBEIT FROM A SOMEWHAT 

SMALLER GRAPE CROP THAN 
IN 2021. 

A cool season and moderate weather 
conditions in most regions during harvest 

time slowed down ripening, which 
gave vines the opportunity to develop 

stunning flavour and colour in this year’s 
wine grape crop,” says Conrad Schutte, 

consultation service manager of the wine 
industry body Vinpro. Harvest time was 
delayed on average by 10 to 14 days.
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The 2022 wine grape crop is estimated at 1 378 
737 tonnes, according to an estimate of indus-
try body SAWIS (South African Wine Industry 
Information & Systems) on 25 May 2022. It is 5.5% 
smaller than the 2021 crop, but still larger than 
the five-year average of 1 346 024 tonnes.

The smaller wine grape crop can be attributed 
to a decline in the overall vineyard area due 
to the uprooting of vineyards, disease pressure 
caused by untimely rainfall just before or during 
harvest time, and isolated cases of sunburn as 
a result of heatwaves in certain regions.

“South Africa’s wine industry is spread over a 
wide range of cultivation areas with diverse 
climatic conditions that affect the harvest 
differently in each region,” Conrad says. Most 
wine grape growing regions yielded a smaller 
crop, except for the Cape South Coast and 
Stellenbosch regions.

EXCEPTIONAL WINES
“Wine lovers are in for a treat when buying 
wines from the 2022 vintage,” Conrad says. 
“We’re really seeing striking colour and flavour 
extraction from grapes in the cellar, thanks to a 
cooler season that slowed down ripening and 
provided the opportunity for these components 
to develop optimally.”

Early cultivars were harvested at good flavour 
and sugar concentrations, with lower acidity 
and higher pH. Later cultivars benefited from 
dry, moderate temperatures during ripening, 
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THE FIRST WHITE WINE RELEASES 
SHOW SUPERB QUALITY.

which led to full ripening at good sugar and 
alcohol levels.

The wine production for 2022 – including juice 
and concentrate for non-alcoholic purposes, 
wine for brandy and distilling wine – is expected 
to amount to 1 072.4 million litres at an average 
recovery of 778 litres per ton of grapes.

“Despite harvest 2022 being slightly more 
challenging for our winemakers, we have 
already had the opportunity to taste some of 
the first releases of white wines, which have 
shown superb quality and are likely to aid 
the premiumisation of the category,” says 
Siobhan Thompson, CEO of WoSA (Wines of 
South Africa).

“While we are still seeing a continued interest 
in South African Sauvignon Blanc and 
Chardonnay, the continued challenges faced 
by exporters due to the global shipping chain 
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constraints is somewhat of a dampener, which 
the industry hopes to mitigate in due time.”

South Africa is the eighth biggest wine producer 
world-wide and produces about 4% of the 
world’s wine. The wine industry contributes more 
than R55 billion to the country’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) and employs close to 269 000 
people throughout the value-chain, of which 
more than 80 000 work on farms and in cellars.

2021/22 GROWING SEASON
Most regions had sufficient water to apply 
post-harvest irrigation and fertiliser. Leaf fall 
occurred at around the normal time in May, 
and most producers planted their cover crops 
somewhat later than normal. Where downy 
and powdery mildew occurred, wine grape 
producers applied post-harvest fungicides.

Winter conditions were excellent, characterised 
by mostly above-average cold units and 
frequent snow on high-lying areas of the Cape 
Fold Mountains.  Most wine growing regions 
received higher-than-normal rainfall that 
supplemented groundwater levels, with the 
exception of the Northern Cape which is a 
summer rainfall region.

Due to a cool, wet spring, budding was seven 
to 14 days later than normal in general, but 
consistently good and even. The cool weather 
also delayed initial shoot growth. Most vines 
started to catch up by flowering, which 
occurred about five days later than usual.
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SET OCCURRED AT A 
GOOD TEMPO AND WAS 

MOSTLY EVEN.

Set occurred at a good tempo and was 
mostly even. Shoots and leaves started to 
grow vigorously as temperatures increased 
in December. This necessitated additional 
canopy management actions such as leaf 
removal, tipping and topping, according to 
growth per region, cultivar and wine goal.

Following a cool runup to the season, sudden 
heat peaks in December and January 
resulted in sunburn damage on grapes in 
certain regions. At the same time, other regions 
experienced unexpected rainfall, which led to 
high disease pressure that caused challenges in 
minimising the effects of powdery and downy 
mildew.

Harvest time was delayed by ten to 14 days in 
general. As temperatures remained moderate 
throughout the rest of the season vineyards 
took their time to reach optimum ripeness.
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BREEDEKLOOF The 2022 season was late and drawn out and will be 
remembered for extremes including a cool growing season and a 
sudden heat peak in February. The crop is likely to be slightly smaller 
than the record harvest in 2021.

CAPE SOUTH COAST Water availability and ideal winter conditions laid 
the foundation for an exceptional season, despite challenges due to 
fungal pressure and cool, wet weather during summer months. The 
wine grape crop is expected to be somewhat larger than in 2021.

KLEIN KAROO The 2022 vintage in the Klein Karoo region will be 
remembered for its particularly late harvest. Although the crop may be 
smaller than in 2021, producers expect good quality wines.

NORTHERN CAPE One of the toughest seasons in years for wine grape 
producers along the Orange River, characterised by above-average 
rainfall, high disease pressure and flood risks. Yields were much lower 
than normal, but producers remain hopeful that they will produce a 
larger crop in 2023.

OLIFANTS RIVER A challenging season due to high disease pressure, 
heatwaves and uneven ripening, however producers who followed 
good management practices, faced significantly fewer challenges 
and can boast with good yields. The region’s wine grape crop was 
smaller than in 2021.

PAARL The 2022 vintage will be remembered for a cool season, 
followed by a sudden temperature spike from January, which 
contributed to a smaller wine grape crop than last year. Where 
good vineyard practices were followed, vineyard blocks delivered 
exceptional grape analyses and wine quality.

ROBERTSON Although smaller than the record crop of 2021, this 
vintage still boasts an above-average yield and quality. The season 
was extremely drawn out, with several challenges, but producers were 
fortunate to have sufficient irrigation water.

STELLENBOSCH Ideal winter conditions that supplemented water 
reserves and contributed to even growth provided an excellent 
foundation for the 2022 crop, which is expected to be larger than the 
2021 crop. Judging by the quality of the wines that are currently in the 
cellars, the region anticipates another classic Stellenbosch vintage.

SWARTLAND Harvest time started later than normal due to cool 
weather conditions until the end of December, followed by extremely 
hot weather during harvest time that accelerated ripening and 
placed pressure on cellar capacity. The average yield is lower than 
the previous year, but promising wines are under way.

WORCESTER The 2022 harvest started later than normal due to a cool 
growing season. The crop was smaller than in 2021, but still above 
average for the region. Wine quality seems promising and consumers 
can expect outstanding red wines.

ISSUED: 3 June 2022 BY: Vinpro, SAWIS and WoSA

MEDIA ENQUIRIES: Wanda Augustyn
Tel: 021 276 0458 | E-mail: wanda@wineland.co.za 

OVERVIEW OF REGIONS
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REGIONAL OVERVIEW
Vinpro’s viticultural consultants hereby provide an 
overview of the 2022 season, including production 
trends, grape quality, and expected wine quality 
of ten South African wine grape cultivation areas.
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The 2022 season was late and drawn out, and will be remembered for extremes, including a cool 
growing season and a sudden heat peak in February. The crop is likely to be slightly smaller than 
the record harvest in 2021.
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CLIMATE AND VITICULTURAL TRENDS
The 2021 harvest was particularly late with the last 
grapes harvested in early May. Further, leaf fall 
occurred late due to delayed winter cold. Because 

the harvest period ended late, the post-harvest fertiliser was 
also applied late, which was not ideal for reserve build-up. 
Temperatures during the post-harvest period were moderate 
and the first winter frost and snow only fell in July. Initial cold-unit 

accumulation was slow from May, but towards end-August it was 
similar to the previous season and sufficient to ensure dormancy. 
Traditionally, dormancy-breaking agents are rarely used in this 
region as the cold units are usually sufficient.

It was a wet, cold winter that lasted until September and budding 
was delayed by seven to 14 days. Most vineyards budded evenly, 
except for the late cultivars Shiraz and Cabernet Sauvignon. 
Temperatures during this budding period were initially slightly 
warmer than the previous year, which resulted in lush vegetative 
shoot growth. In October it became cooler and until December 
the recorded heat units (as measured at Bothasguns weather 
station) were fewer than the previous year. This inhibited shoot 
growth somewhat, and a cultivar such as Pinotage’s growth was 
almost stopped for about 14 days. The wind speeds during the 
flowering period (October and November) were slightly higher 
than the previous season, which negatively affected flower 
bunch set. The cooler climate throughout the growing season, 
coupled with the wind, led to uneven shoot lengths, which 
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was especially evident in the Shiraz cultivar. This inequality was 
eliminated by tipping actions.

By early-January it became apparent that harvest would start later 
than the previous year. Chenin blanc berries were smaller while the 
bunches were slightly looser, and the yield would eventually reflect 
this as well. Véraison was particularly even and occurred over a 
short period of time. Harvesting only started in February at an initial 
sluggish pace. The cultivars’ picking order remained normal.

GENERAL REMARKS
The season was characterised by high disease 
pressure conditions, caused by rain recorded monthly 
throughout the growing season. Powdery mildew 

pressure was particularly high, and relatively cool weather 
conditions further complicated any control that producers had. It 
also rained in March and April during harvesting, which increased 
the Botrytis pressure.

VÉRAISON WAS PARTICULARLY 
EVEN AND OCCURRED OVER 

A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME.

The heat peak during early February led to light sun burn damage 
to the grapes, as well as a reduction in acidity levels in certain 
blocks. The extent of the heat peak is clearly observed from the 
number of hours above 30°C (Bothaguns weather station) for the 
month of February. In 2021, it was 243 hours versus 325 hours for 
the current season.

Uneven shoot growth led to uneven ripening within blocks, 
which made accurate ripeness measurements difficult. Rains 
throughout the season increased weed pressure considerably. 
Water supplies are slightly lower than the previous season, with 
the Brandvlei Dam currently measuring 42.45% full compared to 
43.97% in the previous year.
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PRODUCTION TRENDS
The 2022 harvest started and finished particularly late. 
All indications are that this crop will be smaller than last 
year’s record crop, although that it will still be above 

average for this region. The vineyards’ lower production levels 
can be attributed to a few factors. The effect of the climate, 
such as the stronger winds during flowering season, could have 
negatively affected flower bunch set. Further, in several vineyards 
the berries of, for example, Chenin blanc, were slightly smaller than 
the previous year, with looser bunches, which also had a negative 
effect on production. Furthermore, the heat peak caused sunburn 
damage, which also contributed to lower production.

Chenin blanc’s yield is lower than the previous year, but current 
indications are that Colombar might compensate for this. Cultivars 
such as Sauvignon blanc and Chardonnay’s productions were 
higher, which can be attributed to the 2019 plantings that are now 
in production. The yields of red varieties are similar to the previous 
season, but it appears that Pinotage, which is an early red cultivar, 
produced lower yields than the previous year.

GRAPE AND WINE QUALITY
Initial grape ripening was slow, which was further 
hampered by cooler nights and rains from mid-March. 
The market expectation for higher alcohol levels was 

SUMMARY
The 2021/22 season was late and drawn out and finished 
particularly late. It was a season of extremes, which included 
a cool growing season and a sudden heat peak. As there was 
a need for higher alcohol levels, the required higher sugar 
levels made ripening difficult for higher producing vineyards 
in cultivars such as Chenin blanc and Colombar. Grape yields 
are likely to be slightly lower than the 2021 record harvest.

Pierre Snyman, 083 455 5191
pierre@vinpro.co.za

GRAPE YIELDS ARE LIKELY TO BE 
SLIGHTLY LOWER THAN THE 2021 

RECORD HARVEST.

indeed an issue, and these required higher sugar levels were 
difficult to achieve. After the heat peak, more challenges 
with higher pH levels were experienced than the norm, which 
complicated the winemaking process. As a rule, natural acidities 
were slightly lower than usual, but well-balanced wines were 
made. Notably, the early Sauvignon blanc showed promise. The 
red varietals are generally well coloured and exceptional red 
wines are expected for this vintage.



SA WINE HARVEST REPORT 2022  14

Water availability and ideal winter conditions laid the foundation for an exceptional season, despite 
challenges due to fungal pressure and cool, wet weather during summer months. The wine grape 
crop is expected to be somewhat larger than in 2021. The Cape South Coast region stretches from 
Grabouw, Bot River, Hemel-en-Aarde Valley and Elim, to as far as Plettenberg Bay.
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CLIMATE AND VITICULTURAL TRENDS
The availability of sufficient fresh water for producers 
in the coastal areas irrigating from rivers improved 
reserve build-up. Both leaf fall and ripening were 

slightly later in 2021 than the norm, but do not appear to have 
impacted reserve build-up. Sufficient cold accumulation in 
the coastal areas during winter is critical. This season, cold 
accumulation was excellent with up to 20% more cold units 
recorded in certain areas. Rainfall during winter was slightly lower 
than the previous year, albeit similar to long-term figures. Large 
parts of the Cape South Coast are not winter rainfall areas and 
receive rain throughout the year.

September was drier than the norm, which favoured even 
budding and initial growth, along with sufficient cool weather. 
The growth cycle, as in the previous year, started 10 – 14 days 
later and sustained its delayed pace throughout the season. 
Weather conditions during flowering and set were characterised 
by two distinct periods, which were more favourable for early 
cultivars than middle or later ripening cultivars. Cool weather 
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and high wind speeds affected flowering and set of cultivars in 
exposed areas. Canopies were exceptionally lush throughout the 
season and required continuous management. Lush growth, later 
phenology, and cool weather extended and prolonged véraison 
and harvest periods.

GENERAL REMARKS
Due to the cool, windy, and rainy weather that 
prevailed throughout most of the season, disease 
control was a challenge. In susceptible areas and 

cultivars, both downy mildew and powdery mildew have had 
a major impact on productions. High summer rainfall increased 
weed pressure and delayed several plantings of new vineyards. 
Canopies grew particularly lush, requiring regular labour inputs 
to control.

The ongoing cool, wet weather was interrupted by intense heat 
during January which led to significant leaf losses, especially in 
vineyards that suffered from downy mildew infections, as well 
as vineyards in unbuffered and exposed locations. A relatively 
dry but cool harvest season followed with substantially lower rot 
risk than the norm. Vineyards that struggled with fungal diseases 
earlier in the season were infected by Botrytis.

Overall, the confluence of conditions led to well-developed 
bunches with strong shoulders and good length. Bunches were 
generally slow to develop colour and were removed during crop 
control. There was significantly less pressure on irrigation sources 
for most of the season and dam levels are similar to figures for the 
same time the previous year.

PRODUCTION TRENDS
The harvesting season started 10 – 14 days later than 
the norm and was delayed even further as the season 
progressed, especially in the cooler areas. Although 

THERE WAS SIGNIFICANTLY 
LESS PRESSURE ON IRRIGATION 

RESOURCES.
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the Cape South Coast is a small cultivation region, vineyards 
are spread over a large area, which explains considerable 
variation in trends. Nevertheless, it seems that early cultivars such 
as Chardonnay, Pinot noir, and Grenache noir (in the warmer 
areas) did well.

Medium ripening cultivars, Sauvignon blanc and Shiraz, which 
constitute a large proportion of vineyards in the Cape South 
Coast, showed variation in yields. This could mainly be attributed 
to the cool and wet weather during set and flowering, as well as 
severe fungal infections. At the end of the spectrum, late cultivars 
such as Cabernet Sauvignon showed promising yields with tonnes 
still being harvested at the time of writing.

GRAPE AND WINE QUALITY
Grape quality seems exceptional: optimal sugar levels 
were achieved without excessive loss of acidity or rise 
in pH’s. Regarding fermentation, juice analyses such as 

YAN and glucose: fructose ratios are within norm. Excellent grape 
analyses remain an outstanding feature of the area, even amid a 
challenging season. In the cellars, white wines appear fresh and 
aromatic, with characteristic natural acidity. Red wines’ colour 
has extracted well and shows much promise at this early stage.

Etienne Terblanche, 072 402 7434
etienne@vinpro.co.za

SUMMARY
Producers in the Cape South Coast are well accustomed 
to the challenging conditions associated with viticulture in 
this pioneering region. Well-planned inputs enable them to 
unlock the potential of the season. Water availability and 
ideal winter conditions laid the foundation for an exceptional 
season, despite challenges due to fungal pressure and cool, 
wet weather during summer months.
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The 2022 vintage in the Klein Karoo region will be remembered for its particularly late harvest and 
although the crop may be smaller than in 2021, producers expect good quality wines.
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CLIMATE AND VITICULTURAL TRENDS
The 2021 harvest concluded approximately two weeks 
later than the norm. It was expected that the leaves 
would fall soon after harvest, as the grapes took quite 

long to ripen. However, the vines exceeded all expectations 
and the leaves hung longer than normal. This could possibly be 
attributed to the low rainfall rate recorded in April and consequent 
low downy mildew pressure after harvest. Powdery mildew did, 
however, occur sporadically. Good rainfall figures were recorded 
during May, which continued into the winter, and consequently, 
canopies generally performed well after the harvest. Soil profiles 
received sufficient water to leach excess salts. Due to the late leaf 
fall, good reserve build-up was expected.

For the Klein Karoo region, the winter rainfall was much higher 
than the long-term average. Due to the good rainfall over the 
last few years, abundant runoff water from the mountains could 
replenish dams and groundwater. The winter rains brought 
relief by leaching salts and saturating soil profiles. Natural cover 

crops, such as wild barley, also performed well after the higher 
rainfall rate. Sufficient cold temperatures were recorded in 
July and August – up to as much as 3°C colder than the long-
term average – along with some snowfall. Build-up of cold units 
was sufficient for optimal breaking of dormancy and the use 
of dormancy-breaking agents was therefore not necessary as 
good, even budding was expected.

Vineyards budded approximately two to three weeks later than 
normal. Late cold weather and wet soils, with concomitant low 
soil temperatures, led to delayed root activity and budding. 
As expected, the budding was good and even. Initial shoot 
growth was good due to warm periods in October, sufficient 
post-harvest and post-bud fertilisation that could be applied, as 
well as satisfactory leaching of brackish salts. Flowering and set 
also took place two to three weeks later and flower bunches 
generally set well.

Due to frequent rain showers, vineyards showed lush canopy 
growth and additional canopy management actions had to 
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be applied. Véraison varied between blocks as well as cultivars, 
also occurring two to three weeks later than the norm. This trend 
continued and the harvest period assumed two to three weeks 
later.

After a cool spring and early summer, a heat peak occurred in 
January. This gave rise to sporadic sunburn but did not result in 
significant crop losses as the grapes were protected by sufficient 
canopies with associated shade.

GENERAL REMARKS
Downy mildew became widespread due to frequent 
rain showers in late spring and early summer. Despite 
intensive spray programs, downy mildew infections 

did result in limited crop losses. Powdery mildew pressure 
was also abnormally high and cultivars that are sensitive to 
powdery mildew, such as Chardonnay, Chenin blanc, and White 
Muscadel were infected despite additional sprays that were 
applied.

Frost damage was reported in Calitzdorp, Ladismith, Barrydale, 
and sporadically in Montagu. The extent of the damage varied 
between blocks and resulted in some crop losses. Hail was also 
recorded in late October in Montagu, but minor damage was 
recorded as lush canopies could sufficiently protect the grapes.

Vegetative shoot and leaf growth was lusher than the previous 
season due to good rainfall in winter, spring, and early summer. 
Producers had more irrigation water to their disposal, brackish 
salts could be leached effectively, and producers could continue 

with their normal fertilisation programs, which could not be done 
in the preceding dry years. Limited rot was observed, but it dried 
out with the dry weather during February and March and the 
grapes were eventually of acceptable standard.

PRODUCTION TRENDS
The 2022 crop is estimated to be smaller than that 
of 2021. It is, however, a satisfactory crop for the 
Klein Karoo wine region, which can be attributed to 

sufficient irrigation water due to good rainfall during the winter, 
spring and early summer.

GRAPE AND WINE QUALITY
White wines exhibit fresh flavours, and the wine quality 
seems promising. Good acidity and pH’s were reported 
early in the season, but due to challenges with high 

pH’s and low acidity later in the season, additional acidity 
adjustments – more than the norm – were needed in the cellar. 
Red grapes generally showed good colour with a fruity palette.

SUMMARY
The 2022 vintage in the Klein Karoo region will be remembered 
for its particularly late harvest with good yields and quality. It 
was a season with exceptionally high disease pressure and 
therefore also an expensive season in both the vineyard and 
cellar.

Hennie Visser, 083 455 5193, 
henniev@vinpro.co.za
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One of the most challenging seasons in years for wine grape producers along the Orange River, 
characterised by above-average rainfall, high disease pressure and flood risks. Yields were much 
lower than previous years, but producers remain hopeful that they will produce a larger crop in 2023.
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CLIMATE AND VITICULTURAL TRENDS

Leaf fall in the 2021 post-harvest period occurred 
late, mainly due to sustained high temperatures until 

end-April. High disease pressure, especially downy mildew, was 
experienced during the 2021 harvest as a result of high rainfall 
during this period, which led to poor reserve build-up. The latter 
can be attributed to vegetative regrowth that occur after fungal 
disease infections have used nutrients needed for reserve build-
up. Although the regrowth did not ripen, it affected long-bearers. 
In general, however, shoots were well ripened.

Adequate irrigation water was available throughout the season. 
Rainfall in the winter was minimal, but on par with the long-term 
average, as the Northern Cape is considered a summer rainfall 
area.

Sufficient cold units were accumulated during the winter period. 
Temperatures increased gradually from mid-August with higher 
average daytime temperatures. This led to effective breaking of 
dormancy, but nutrient deficiencies due to the disease pressure 
(as discussed above) led to uneven budding, specifically in 
blocks where the disease pressure was high. Budding started five 
days later compared to the previous season. And was notably 
more uneven than last season. No dormancy-breaking agents 
were applied.

Weather conditions during flowering were relatively favourable, 
although flower bunches set unevenly. Despite the uneven 
budding and lack of reserves, the vineyard appeared more even 
in terms of canopy growth, aided by fertilisation that addressed 
the vineyard’s nutrient deficiencies. The shoots grew relatively 
fast and tipping actions were required to improve evenness; 
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about two tipping/topping actions were needed throughout the 
season. In most cases, the first action was carried out by early-
October, followed by the second action in mid-January.

Véraison was uneven, with differences between berries noticed 
even on the same bunches. Véraison also occurred about ten 
days later than last season. The early blocks and cultivars were 
between 10 – 14 days later than the 2021 harvest. Despite this, 
the majority of the later ripening grapes were still on time with 
some cultivars harvested only five days later. The middle and 
later cultivars struggled greatly with sugar accumulation.

The harvesting sequence was similar to previous years, although 
ripening times varied between blocks of the same cultivar. Early 
Chenin blanc and Pinotage were late but still true to normal 
ripening sequence.

GENERAL REMARKS
A few preventative sprays were carried out to hedge 
vineyards against adverse conditions that could 
cause disease. This harvesting season, floods were a 

major challenge for all producers situated along Orange River 
as extremely high water levels were recorded. In some areas, 
water pushed into vineyard blocks preventing producers from 
accessing the blocks to apply management practices or even 
being able to harvest.

From January to April 2022 more than 350 mm of rain has 
been recorded in some areas, which is well above the long-

EARLY CHENIN BLANC AND 
PINOTAGE WERE LATE BUT STILL 

FOLLOWED THE NORMAL RIPENING 
SEQUENCE.
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term average. This led to frequent harvest interruptions and 
subsequent increasing disease pressure, with downy mildew and 
Botrytis erupting to great effect. The downy mildew caused the 
leaves to wilt prematurely, falling off, and exposing the bunches 
to excessive sunlight before they were physiologically ripe, thus 
further leading to sunburn and crop losses.

Uneven ripening on single bunches made it difficult to take 
representative samples. Grape analyses did not yield favourable 
results for the winemakers, as acidity was high and sugars were low.

PRODUCTION TRENDS
The 2022 harvest started about 10 – 14 days later than 
in 2021, after which it normalised somewhat towards 
mid-harvest. The overall yield is undoubtedly lower 

compared to 2021. The effects of disease pressure experienced 
during the 2021 harvest were evident in the early stages of 
vegetative growth. Reproductively, it also took its toll with the 
number of regrowth shoots not maturing sufficiently, using the 
nutrients needed for budding prematurely.

Based on the 2021 harvest conditions, the 2022 harvest 
expectation was adjusted downwards. However, the conditions 
during the 2022 harvest season were even more challenging 
than in 2021, with even greater disease pressure, more rains, 
and greater flood risks. It therefore also led to even lower-than-
expected yields.

The yield of white cultivars decreased substantially. White 
cultivars also struggled most with sugar accumulation, and 

suffered from disease pressure. While Colombar and Chenin 
blanc yields decreased drastically, Sauvignon blanc productions 
improved. Red cultivars produced similar yields as that of 2021, 
although the ripening period was delayed by 5 – 10 days more 
compared to the previous season. This vintage will therefore be 
remembered for high rainfall, flood risk, and drastic yield decline.

GRAPE AND WINE QUALITY
A relatively large fraction of the crop was used for juice 
production while the higher-quality grapes were used 
for wine production. The latter was well managed, 

and the overall wine quality expectation is promising; Sauvignon 
blanc shows promise in comparison to the other cultivars. 
Challenges regarding cellar space were minimal and grapes 
could be harvested without any problems. The quality of the 
earlier grapes was superior compared to the later grapes, but 
could be attributed the unfavourable weather conditions that 
impacted the later grapes.

André Aggenbag, 078 765 1259 
andre2@owk.co.za

SUMMARY
This season was one of the vintages along the Orange River 
that presented the most challenges. Yield has decreased 
substantially in a time that is already challenging for the wine 
industry. Producers have focussed on maintaining hope and 
keeping their heads above water. As one producer said: 
“Next year will always be better year.”
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A challenging season due to high disease pressure, heatwaves and uneven ripening. However, 
producers who followed good management practices faced significantly fewer challenges and 
can boast with good yields. Overall the region’s wine grape crop was smaller than in 2021.
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CLIMATE AND VITICULTURAL TRENDS

The 2021 post-harvest period was generally favourable. 
Moderate temperatures prevailed with frequent rainfall. 
Consequently, leaf fall was relatively late, ensuring 

sufficient time for effective reserve build-up. However, late powdery 
mildew infections occurred in several vineyards, which reduced the 
effective leaf area and consequently compromised reserve build-up.

The 2021 winter season started with a warm month of June, causing 
some concern, but it grew sufficiently cold towards the end of June 
and normal rainfall occurred. Good, regular rains in the catchment 
area filled the Clanwilliam Dam to capacity, even until December. 
Overall, it was a cold winter. Accumulation of cold units only started 
at the end of June, but by mid-July most areas had recorded 
sufficient cold units. July, in particular, was very cold with minimum 
temperatures 2°C cooler than the long-term average. May, July, and 
August’s maximum daytime temperatures were also cooler than the 
long-term figures.

Cool weather ensued during September and early October, and 
as a result, budding was delayed. Early Chenin blanc blocks, which 
usually started budding by mid-August, only started in September. 
Nevertheless, budding was even, including Shiraz and Chardonnay, 
which would under normal circumstances present challenges in this 
region.

Initial growth was slower during this season due to the cooler weather. 
Flowering season also saw days with wet, windy weather that 
affected berry set. As was observed early in the season, Colombar 
blocks presented poorer set and Sauvignon blanc bunches were very 
small. As temperatures increased, the vineyards’ vigour improved, 
and weather conditions remained temperate until the end of 
December with no recorded heat peaks. The aforementioned, along 
with good water availability, ensured a lush season with large leaves 
and dense canopies. Véraison was uneven and late. Beautifully 
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coloured grapes together with hard, green bunches on the 
same vine were a common phenomenon among all cultivars 
this season.

The 2022 harvest started a week later compared to the 2021 
season. Warm weather during January and February could 
not make a difference towards the end of ripening. The late 
trend affected both early and late cultivars, and cellars were 
still harvesting grapes until late-April. The order of ripening was 
normal, with the exception of certain Shiraz blocks that were only 
harvested after Cabernet Sauvignon.

GENERAL REMARKS
This season, disease pressure was one of several chal-
lenges. Powdery mildew, downy mildew, and Botrytis 

THE LATE START AND END TO HARVEST 
ENSURED THAT CELLAR CAPACITY WAS 

UNDER CONTROL.

rot were widespread and producers’ spray programs were put 
to the test this season, especially considering the lush growth and 
dense canopies. The frequent rainfall also led to increased weed 
pressure, which caused further headaches, and producers had 
to carry out additional sprays.

The region recorded an above-average number of hours above 
40°C during January. The heat continued for two consecutive 
weeks. Towards the second week, producers struggled with 
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Gert Engelbrecht, 072 152 4028
gerte@vinpro.co.za

sufficient irrigation and as a result, sporadic sunburn damage 
occurred in Chenin blanc and Hanepoot blocks.

Uneven ripening posed further challenges during sampling; 
producers and viticulturists had to ensure that blocks were ripe 
and ready for harvest.

PRODUCTION TRENDS
This season’s total yield was lower compared to 2021.

The past season has proven that a late harvest does 
not necessarily guarantee a big harvest, and that good water 
supply does not necessarily ensure a good harvest. White 
cultivars’ tonnage was lower throughout, but red cultivars’ yields 
improved – especially Pinotage, Shiraz, and Cabernet Sauvignon 
yielded good crops. Merlot was the exception among the red 
cultivars with a small crop. As for the white cultivars, Sauvignon 
blanc and Hanepoot realised much lower tonnages compared 
to the previous season.

This 2022 vintage will be remembered as a very late season 
with high disease pressure due to frequent rains from winter until 
harvesting, with a sweltering January that resulted in sunburn, leaf 
discoloration, and a heat cessation. It was indeed a challenging 
vintage.

GRAPE AND WINE QUALITY
Sugar analyses, and especially those of red cultivars, 
were lower due to uneven ripening. The late start and 
end of the harvest ensured that cellar pressure was 

under control. Pressure on cellar space was also less than the 
previous season. It ensured good fermentation temperature 
control, producing aromatic and full white wines. Overall, 
winemakers and viticulturists agreed that pH’s were higher and 
acidity lower. Juice recovery rates started well but lowered as 
the season progressed.

Among the red cultivars, Pinotage and Shiraz generally appeared 
lighter in style with lighter colour. Cabernet Sauvignon and Ruby 
Cabernet are full and dark in colour, showing promise.

SUMMARY
It was truly a challenging season. However, producers who 
followed good management practices, such as timely 
replacement of older vineyard blocks, irrigation according to 
water requirements, timely and correct spraying practices, 
and the application of correctly calculated fertilisation 
programmes, faced significantly fewer challenges and can 
boast with good, average yields.
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The 2022 vintage will be remembered for a cool season, followed by a sudden temperature spike 
from January, which contributed to a smaller wine grape crop than last year. Where good vineyard 
practices were followed, vineyard blocks delivered exceptional grape analyses and wine quality. 
The Paarl region includes Paarl, Wellington, Tulbagh and Franschhoek.
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CLIMATE AND VITICULTURAL TRENDS

After a cool 2021 season, producers had sufficient 
water at their disposal to meet the vineyards’ water 
needs during the post-harvest period. The leaves were 

mostly in good and active condition. This ensured that sufficient 
reserve build-up could take place for the next season, which is 
imperative for fertility and initial growth. Due to powdery mildew 
outbreaks, however, leaf fall occurred early in many blocks, 
which was negative for reserve build-up. Furthermore, it is known 
that powdery mildew spores can overwinter in buds, which can 
cause powdery mildew issues in the growing season.

This season’s winter rainfall was the best it had been in the last 
five years. Cold units started accumulating since the beginning of 
June, and by the end of winter it was much more than in recent 
years. No significant warm periods occurred during winter. It 
could be assumed that the vineyards’ cold needs were met, and 
good, even budding was expected. Large reservoirs and farm 
dams reached their capacity early and the Berg River flowed 

particularly strong throughout the winter season. Soil was 
replenished to field capacity and water supply for the coming 
growing season was good.

September was cool with frequent rain showers and budding 
occurred 7 – 14 days later than the norm. Although budding was 
even, initial growth was slow due to the cool weather conditions. 
The even budding could be attributed to the cold winter. The 
budding percentage was high; flower bunch numbers and well-
developed shoulders on the bunches held the promise of an 
excellent yield.

Throughout the growing season, temperatures were temperate 
and growth vigour was strong due to good water supply, 
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harvesting returned to normal timing by the end of February. 
Exceptions to the beforementioned included late cultivars of 
which the grapes and leaves had sunburn damage, which 
therefore took longer to ripen.

GENERAL REMARKS

Widespread rain showers during November caused 
downy mildew infections and damage to bunches. 
In several cases, damage to berry and bunch stems 

was noticed at a late stage, which caused bunches to dry out. 
As véraison occurred late, some producers stopped powdery 
mildew sprays too soon and late infections erupted during 
January. Significant crop losses were observed due to downy 
mildew and powdery mildew infections. The latter occurred on 
specific farms rather than regions. Leafroll virus symptoms were 

especially after the widespread rain showers in November. 
Although initial bunch set was satisfactory, uneven set between 
bunches in some blocks became apparent. The latter was 
particularly noticeable in vineyards that were not suckered, 
which contained many weaker shoots. Véraison occurred 
relatively late, yet normal and complete. However, late red 
cultivars coloured sub-optimally due to sunburn damage earlier 
in the season.

Temperatures rose sharply during early January, causing sunburn 
on exposed bunches. Sunburn damage was most pronounced 
in cultivars that had not yet reached the véraison ripening 
stage. The hot weather in January also accelerated the early 
cultivars’ ripening dates and the harvest started about seven 
days later than the norm. Frequent high temperatures during 
February further contributed to harvest dates shifting sooner and 
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Hanno van Schalkwyk, 083 455 5192, 
hanno@vinpro.co.za

noticed early on, which had a significant effect on late Shiraz 
and Cabernet Sauvignon blocks that struggled with ripening.

PRODUCTION TRENDS
Although the season was initially late, the ripening rate 
increased due to warm weather conditions during 
harvest, which eventually finished on time. Production 

trends differed significantly due to great terroir differences within 
the region, but the yield was generally lower compared to the 
previous season. This decrease could mainly be attributed to 
sunburn and fungal damage to bunches. Shiraz, Sauvignon 
blanc, and Chardonnay had a good bud percentage and 
showed increases in production. However, Chenin blanc was 
prone to powdery mildew damage and in some areas, Pinotage 
produced lighter crops.

GRAPE AND WINE QUALITY
Initial grape analyses were excellent, with low pH’s and 
high titratable acidity levels. Due to the heat peaks 
during February, acidity dropped considerably and 

pH’s rose. Winemakers had to make many acidity adjustments 
to the must to obtain acceptable pH levels. Nitrogen levels 
in the must were initially good, but later deteriorated. While 
colour development was good, tannins only developed later 

– especially in the premium grapes. Poorer grape quality was 
evident on late, leafroll infected red blocks that struggled with 
ripening.

At this early stage, red wines’ colour and mouthfeel seem 
promising, particularly for the Shiraz wines. Chardonnay and 
Chenin blanc are both fruity, but Sauvignon blanc show muted 
fruit tones – mainly due to the hot ripening season. Grapes 
from blocks where good canopy management practices were 
followed stood out, both in terms of grape analyses and wine 
quality.

SUMMARY
The 2022 vintage will be remembered for a cool spring and 
early summer, followed by a sudden increase in temperature 
from the beginning of January. Sunburn and late fungal 
damage were observed, including powdery mildew outbursts. 
Winemakers had their hands full with adjustments in the cellar 
to ensure high quality wines. This season, vineyard blocks 
where good vineyard practices were followed delivered 
superior grape analyses and wine quality.
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Although smaller than the record crop of 2021, this vintage still boasts an above-average yield and 
quality. The season was extremely drawn out, with several challenges, but producers were fortunate 
to have sufficient irrigation water.
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CLIMATE AND VITICULTURAL TRENDS

Limited rainfall occurred during April, leading to low 
downy mildew pressure, although powdery mildew 
outbreaks did occur. Despite the late season, and 

against all expectations, the leaves hung later than normal and 
good reserve accumulation could therefore occur. Post-harvest 
fungal sprays were also of great value and contributed to the 
leaves hanging longer. The Robertson region experienced a fa-
vourable winter in terms of rainfall, with approximately 12% more 
rainfall compared to the long-term average.

Despite a warmer June, temperatures during July and August 
were lower than the long-term average; cooler to as much as 
3°C. Snowfall occurred during the winter months. Sufficient cold 
accumulation and build-up of cold units took place for breaking 
of dormancy. Good, even budding was therefore expected and 
the use of dormancy-breaking agents was limited. The winter 
rains brought great relief to producers; the soil profiles received 
sufficient water to leach salts effectively. Natural and sown cover 
crops flourished and formed above-average biomass after the 

good winter rainfall. The wet, cold winter season was therefore 
favourable for wine grape production.

The Robertson wine region experienced a cooler-than-normal 
spring with average temperatures that were consistently lower 
than the long-term average. The vines budded approximately 
two to three weeks later than the norm. This can be attributed 
to a cold winter and spring with cold, wet soils that delayed root 
activity. As expected, the vineyards budded evenly after the 
favourable winter.

Subsequent hot periods in October led to strong initial shoot 
growth. Set was generally good, but uneven in places. Due to 
the high temperatures in October, the vines’ vegetative cano-
py growth accelerated, although flowering still took place later 
than the norm. A few cases of minor frost damage were report-
ed, although virtually no crop losses were reported. High rainfall 
figures were recorded throughout October to December with 
concomitant high disease pressure. Despite increased manage-
ment actions (sprays, canopy management) downy mildew and 
powdery mildew were problematic throughout the valley.
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Due to the higher rainfall, vineyards showed lush vegetative 
growth and additional canopy management actions were 
therefore needed. Due to cool temperatures during November 
and December, véraison was delayed by approximately two 
to three weeks. The evenness of véraison showed substantial 
variation between blocks.

A heat peak occurred in January that further delayed ripening, 
which was about three weeks later than normal. Disease pressure 
was high, and producers were forced to spray for both powdery 
mildew and downy mildew. The harvest started late- earlier 
cultivars were harvested later than usual. The order of harvesting, 
however, remained normal.

GENERAL REMARKS

The vineyards’ initial shoot growth was favourable due 
to high temperatures in October. Irrigation water could 
sufficiently saturate soil profiles and leach the neces-

sary salts, and fertiliser could be applied according to schedule, 
leading to lush growth.

Powdery mildew and downy mildew pressure was very high. 
Powdery mildew became widespread despite complete and 
intensive fungal spray programs. Downy mildew was well con-
trolled during the critical periods (flowering and set) and did not 
result in any significant crop losses. However, late downy mildew 
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Hennie Visser, 083 455 5193, 
henniev@vinpro.co.za

was widespread with concomitant leaf loss and some blocks 
struggled to accumulate sugar as a result.

Temperatures dropped in November and December. The heat 
peak that occurred in January after the cool preceding weather 
resulted in sunburn damage, especially in vineyard blocks with 
north-south row directions, which usually expose warmer fruit 
zones to the morning and afternoon sun. The Brandvlei Dam 
was consistently fuller than last year, and producers had enough 
irrigation water at their disposal.

Due to the lush growth, many second-set bunches appeared 
on Cabernet Sauvignon, Ruby Cabernet and Chenin blanc 
vines. These second-set bunches had to be removed on the red 
varietals before it could be harvested mechanically. Some rot 
occurred early in the season, but because of the late season 
and slow ripening, sour rot and Botrytis rot became an issue due 
to dew and sporadic rain showers.

PRODUCTION TRENDS
The harvest assumed three weeks later than normal. 
The 2022 crop was above average for the Robertson 
region, but smaller than the 2021 crop. This can mainly 

be attributed to adequate irrigation water, optimal growth, 
favourable weather conditions during set, and adequate winter 
rainfall. Yields were higher for Sauvignon blanc, Chardonnay, 
White Muscadel and most red cultivars. Pinotage, however, 
yielded lower productions. The 2022 vintage will be remembered 

as an expensive production year with slow, late ripening and very 
high disease pressure.

GRAPE AND WINE QUALITY
Favourable weather conditions due to limited rains, 
resulted in a fluent harvest period. Grape analyses 
were initially satisfactory, but due to late ripening 

and because the grapes needed extended hang time to 
accumulate sugar, acidity dropped and the pH’s analysed 
abnormally high. Recoveries were average to above average 
due to normal berry sizes. Red wines mostly display deep colour 
with a fruity nose and pallet, and the current quality seems 
promising. The white wines are fruity and excellent wines are 
expected due to the cool spring and early summer.

SUMMARY
The Robertson region reflects on an extremely long, drawn-
out season with several challenges. Grapes ripened late and 
analyses were problematic towards the end of a lengthy 
harvest season. Many acidity adjustments had to be made in 
the cellars, which further increased production costs. Although 
the vineyards’ growth was good throughout the season, 
disease pressure was extremely high. The wine quality holds 
promise.
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Ideal winter conditions that supplemented water reserves and contributed to even growth provided 
an excellent foundation for the 2022 crop, which is expected to be larger than in 2021. Judging 
by the quality of the wines that are currently in the cellars, the region anticipates another classic 
Stellenbosch vintage. This region includes Stellenbosch, Constantia and Durbanville.
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CLIMATE AND VITICULTURAL TRENDS
The 2021 post-harvest period was characterised by 
cool, dry weather conditions. Canopies remained 
disease-free well into the season, while grapes required 

extended hang time – nearly two weeks longer than the previous 
season. Sufficient post-harvest irrigation water was available. 
Conditions were therefore favourable for reserve build-up. The 
Stellenbosch region experienced an excellent winter; steady 
cold accumulation took place from the end of May to the end 
of August. Winter rainfall was evenly distributed over the winter 
months, coinciding with long-term averages for the second 
consecutive year after the drought. Due to the good winter cold, 
less dormancy-breaking agents were applied than the previous 
year and budding was particularly even, albeit approximately 
7 – 10 days later than the norm.

While the early spring was particularly cool and dry, which 
favoured growth and flowering/set of early cultivars, the growing 
season progressively grew wetter and cooler. Medium to late 

PRODUCERS KEPT VIGOROUS 
GROWTH UNDER CONTROL.
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ripening cultivars displayed occasional poorer flowering/set 
conditions. Exceptional summer rainfall resulted in lush canopies 
with high growth rates. Producers kept vigorous growth under 
control. Due to low temperatures, vine phenology consistently 
lagged behind the long-term averages by approximately 10 – 14 
days.

Extremely high temperatures were experienced in January, with 
almost three times the number of hours above 35°C more than 
the previous year. These conditions – on the back of a cool 
season – gave many vineyards a shock that counteracted the 
normal accelerating effect of heat on ripening. The season thus 
maintained its snail pace established earlier, despite a relatively 
hot and dry ripening period.
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GENERAL REMARKS

From a vineyard management perspective, the 
2021/22 season can be considered a challenging one, 
simply because of the particularly cool, wet conditions 

that prevailed. High humidity significantly increased fungal and 
weed pressure, which required additional inputs. In addition, 
canopies were particularly dense, which required more frequent 
management actions to achieve ideal balance, leading to 
additional labour inputs. Cool and wet conditions were suddenly 
halted by heat peaks in January, which significantly impacted 
the vineyards. Sunburn led to crop and leaf losses in vineyards 
that were not buffered. A delay in ripening was evident in 
vineyards of which the canopies were drastically affected by 
the heat peaks.

Water supplies remained adequate, including schemes such 
as the Theewaterskloof Dam and farm sources. The drawn-out 
growing season, large canopies, relatively large harvest, as well 
as the hot and dry ripening period all contributed to high water 
consumption despite the cool and wet build-up to harvest. The 
Theewaterskloof Dam currently measures 4% lower than the 
previous year (75%) but is still well supplied.

PRODUCTION TRENDS

The timing of the harvest in the Stellenbosch region 
maintained the delayed trend of 10 – 14 days, which 
was evident early in the season. Yields appeared 

generally higher, compared to the previous year, and could be 
attributed to particularly productive early ripening cultivars. The 
combination of excellent winter cold, which led to improved 
fertility, and sufficient water availability during the berry growth 
stage could have attributed to these good yields. Chardonnay, 
Pinotage, and Chenin blanc in particular excelled compared 
to the figures of 2021. Medium to late ripening cultivars such as 
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Merlot, Shiraz, and Cabernet Sauvignon produced similar yields 
as in 2021, with lower tonnage in cool areas that was exposed 
to wind during flowering and set. Prolonged hanging time of 
later cultivars and consequent dry conditions at the end of the 
ripening period caused some decline, which led to a slightly 
lower tonnage. Although the sunburn left a large visual impact 
across the cultivar spectrum, bunch and berry counts did not 
reflect this.

GRAPE AND WINE QUALITY
Sugar accumulation was generally slower than the 
norm; for the early cultivars this could be attributed 
to the later and cooler season, higher yield, and 

suppressed canopy function due to unusually high temperatures 
in January. Nevertheless, it provided opportunity for flavour 
development: early cultivars were harvested at good flavour 
and sugar concentrations, with lower acidity and higher pH 
than the previous year. Later cultivars benefited from dry and 
moderate temperatures during ripening, which led to full ripening 
at good sugar/alcohol levels. The extraction of colour and 
flavour components were striking. The timely/leisurely ripening 
and temperate weather conditions relieved pressure on cellar 

space despite a larger crop at hand. Considering analyses, 
fermentations went well with average YANs and no significant 
challenges, as well as high fructose readings for grapes with 
extended hanging periods. In general, recoveries are on par 
with averages, possibly slightly higher, larger berries and good 
skin extractability appear to be the drivers. At this early stage, the 
Cabernet Sauvignon of 2022 performs excellently in the cellars, 
which is brilliant news as it accounts for approximately a quarter 
of the total established vineyards in the Stellenbosch region.

Etienne Terblanche, 072 402 7434, 
etienne@vinpro.co.za

SUMMARY
Ideal winter conditions that supplemented water reserves and 
contributed to even growth provided an excellent foundation 
for the 2022 vintage. A challenging growing season was 
characterised by vigorous growth and high fungal and weed 
pressure. Producers who met the season head on reaped the 
fruits of their labour. The region anticipates another classic 
Stellenbosch vintage.
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The 2022 harvest started later than normal due to cool weather conditions until the end of 
December, followed by extremely hot weather during harvest time that accelerated ripening and 
placed pressure on cellar capacity. The average yield is lower than the previous year, but promising 
wines are under way.

PU
LP

IT 
RO

C
K

SWARTLANDSWARTLAND



SA WINE HARVEST REPORT 2022  42

CLIMATE AND VITICULTURAL TRENDS
The 2021 vintage will be remembered for continuous 
cool weather conditions and a consequent later 
harvesting season. During the post-harvest period in the 

Swartland region, temperatures were temperate, although the late 
harvest and dry weather conditions caused the vine leaves to fall 
relatively quickly. Post-harvest conditions were therefore not ideal 
for reserve build-up in the late cultivars, but it can be assumed that 
the earlier cultivars were able to build up sufficient reserves during 
the season. Diseases on vineyard leaves during the post-harvest 
stage were minimal, with limited powdery mildew outbreaks.

It was a cold winter season, and cold units accumulated rapidly 
since the beginning of June. Consistent low temperatures were 
recorded throughout the winter, which prevented premature 
budding. The accumulated cold units were sufficient to meet 
the vineyards’ needs and created favourable conditions for an 
even budding season. This year’s winter rainfall was the best that 
has been measured in the last five years. It was on par with the 
long-term average – a significant improvement on the recent 
drought. The winter rains continued well into September. The soil 
was replenished to field capacity and further rainfall could fill 

reservoirs on farms to capacity. By the end of the winter season, 
water supply was the best it had been in many years.

Temperatures were moderate during September, although 
frequent cold fronts still occurred, which brought cold and rain. 
Budding was even and the bud percentage was high, as seen 
in the large number of double shoots where both the primary 
and secondary buds developed. However, weaker budding 
were observed in vineyards that were planted in dry soil during 
the recent drought of which root systems had not developed 
sufficiently. Higher-laying areas near the coast also experienced 
uneven budding.

Initial shoot growth was sluggish due to cooler nights, but warmer 
weather during October accelerated shoot growth and the first 
signs of flowering were noticed towards the end of October. 
Shoot growth increased rapidly during November and December 
and several tipping and topping actions were required to 
manage the lush growth. Although véraison occurred later than 
normal, it was quick and even. Berries that suffered sunburn 
damage did not reach full véraison. Hot weather during harvest 
time, with multiple heat peaks, made it difficult to determine 
optimal ripeness and harvest dates.
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GENERAL REMARKS
The high percentage of developed secondary 
buds resulted in significant shoot length differences, 
especially in vineyards that were not suckered. This 

caused great variation in ripening between bunches, which 
made accurate sampling and the determination of a harvesting 
date, difficult.

During early spring, initial shoot growth was quite slow. This 
improved as the season progressed and growth was above 
average due to good water supply. Producers worked hard to 
carry out appropriate and timely canopy management actions, 
such as suckering, leaf breaking, and tipping and topping actions.

Cool weather conditions continued until the beginning of 
January, but a heat peak on 8 January caused significant 
damage. Exposed grapes and leaves acquired significant 
sunburn, which resulted in a drastic yield reduction.

After rain showers in September, snails had to be controlled and 
sporadic damage was observed on buds. Bud mite damage and 
symptoms were of concern in Cabernet Sauvignon, Sauvignon 
blanc and older Chenin blanc blocks. Downy mildew pressure 
was high after rain showers in early November and some 
damage was observed on leaves and bunches. It did, however, 
not have a significant effect on crop size. Powdery mildew 
occurred late into the season, especially on Chardonnay and 
Chenin blanc grapes. This can be attributed to the occurrence 
of powdery mildew in the previous season’s post-harvest period, 
as well as the fact that the season was later, and because some 
producers discontinued preventative powdery mildew sprays too 
early. Overall, grape health was satisfactory.

CELLARS WERE UNDER PRESSURE DURING 
THE SECOND HALF OF THE HARVEST.
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Hanno van Schalkwyk, 083 455 5192
hanno@vinpro.co.za

PRODUCTION TRENDS
Initially, the harvest period started 14 days later than 
the norm, but due to the extremely hot conditions, 
the later ripening cultivars’ harvest dates were 

accelerated. Mid-harvest was quieter, after which cellars were 
under pressure to take grapes in on time.

The average yield is lower than the previous year, with some crop 
size differences between farms. This trend was especially evident 
in drier areas and dryland vineyards where the later ripening 
red cultivars suffered towards the end of harvest. Most sunburn 
damage at the beginning of January also occurred on cultivars 
that had not yet reached véraison at that time. Yields of the later 
red cultivars were therefore lighter.

GRAPE AND WINE QUALITY
Grape quality was slightly uneven. In premium blocks, 
green grapes were discarded, however, the amount 
was less than previous years. Initial grape analyses were 

promising (high acidity and low pH’s) and colour development 
in red grapes was also good. However, acidity declined in the 
second half of the harvest due to hot weather conditions, during 
which acids are respired as an energy source. Because of that, 
pH levels rose rapidly. Due to the good winter weather conditions 

and consequent excellent water supply, dryland vineyards 
absorbed plenty of potassium, which further led to high pH’s, 
especially where growth vigour was too lush.

Early wine quality indications show promise, with Chenin blanc 
and Chardonnay displaying pronounced cultivar characteristics. 
At this early stage, red wines display outstanding quality with 
good fruit concentration and colour. Some of the later red 
cultivars were harvested slightly earlier than the norm, due to the 
hot and dry conditions, and were consequently of a lighter style 
than usual.

SUMMARY
The 2022 vintage will be remembered for cool weather 
conditions that prevailed until the end of December, after 
which it was very hot and dry and sunburn damage occurred. 
Harvest started late and producers had to wait for desired 
ripening levels to be reached. Extremely hot weather during 
the harvest season accelerated ripening and cellars were 
under pressure during the second half of the harvest to bring 
the grapes in on time.
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The 2022 harvest kicked off later than normal due to a cool growing season season. The crop was 
smaller than in 2021, but still above average for the region. Wine quality seems promising and 
consumers can expect outstanding red wines.
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CLIMATE AND VITICULTURAL TRENDS

The Worcester region produced a record crop in 2021. 
The harvest was particularly late and only concluded 
in April. Leaf fall occurred late, but the canopies’ 

effectiveness for photosynthesis declined earlier. Further, post-
harvest fertiliser was applied late, especially for the late cultivars, 
and its effectiveness is uncertain. Given the large and late 
nature of the 2021 harvest, the vineyards’ reserve build-up during 
this period is at risk. Older vineyards (> 25 years) were possibly 
affected most.

Irrigation water was adequate during the post-harvest period, 
with higher dam levels at the beginning of April 2021 than the 
previous year (Kwaggaskloof 35% versus 18% in 2020). Rainfall 
recorded for this period was also higher than the previous season. 
After the harvest, weather conditions remained temperate, and 
the winter cold arrived relatively late. During May, cold units 
were less than the previous winter, but from mid-July it was much 
cooler than the previous season. Eventually, a similar number of 

cold units were recorded as the previous winter. The first snow fell 
in mid-July, but less rainfall was recorded for this period (94 mm 
in 2021 vs. 207 mm in 2020, as measured at the Meerlust weather 
station).

Sufficient accumulation of cold units ensured that adequate 
breaking of dormancy could occur and the use of dormancy-
breaking agents was limited to vineyards with specific needs 
in this regard. Budding started approximately 7 – 10 days later 
than the previous season. Although even budding occurred in 
the earlier cultivars, late cultivars such as Shiraz were extremely 
uneven. Spring frost affected some vineyards on the Breede River 
in October; fortunately, only minor damage was recorded, which 
was negligibly small compared to losses in excess of 5000 tonnes 
recorded the previous season.

Average daytime temperatures during August and September 
were slightly higher than the previous year and initial growth 
was strong and lush. Average temperatures were lower from 
October to December than the previous year, which is reflected 
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in the lower heat units recorded for that period compared to the 
previous season. Wind speeds were much higher during October 
and November, which may have negatively affected the set 
of flower bunches. The cooler weather and wind led to uneven 
shoot length and the formation of side shoots was promoted. 
Some vineyards had to be tipped up to three times to achieve 
evenness. With a slow but steady véraison during January, it 
became apparent that the harvest would ripen even later than 
the previous year. The order of cultivar ripening was normal 
during the harvest period.

GENERAL REMARKS

The region experienced significant powdery mildew 
pressure this season. The use of certain chemicals was 

less effective in the cooler climate, which hampered control of 
the disease. Large canopies of the high single-wire trellis system 
(so-called mechanical systems) were particularly affected by 
powdery mildew infections. Due to scattered rains throughout 
the season (18 mm in November, 14 mm in December, and 20 
– 120 mm in March), weed pressure was high. A south-eastern 
cloudburst during March caused further delay in grape ripening, 
and increased Botrytis infection pressure. Accurate sampling 
was a great issue due to uneven ripening and the cool growing 
season. A heat peak shocked the Worcester region during the 
beginning of February. Grapes suffered sunburn damage and 
the heat peak had a negative impact on the grapes’ natural 
acidity. The recorded number of heat units (as measured at 
Meerlust weather station) were much higher by the end of March 
than the previous year.

Dam levels declined sharply during the summer and were slightly 
lower by April 2022 compared to the previous year, Kwaggaskloof 
was 42.4% full compared to 43.61% in 2021.

PRODUCTION TRENDS
At the time of writing, it seems that the harvest will 
conclude particularly late, only towards the end of 
April. Estimates indicate that the yield will be smaller, 

with Chenin blanc producing between five and ten percent 
less. The Colombar crop seems promising and most red varieties’ 
crops will be slightly lighter. This could be attributed to the strong 
winds that blew during flowering, berries that were relatively 
smaller compared to the previous season, and sunburn damage 
to the grapes. Sauvignon blanc stood out as the single cultivar 
that harvested similar or more tonnes, which could mainly be 
attributed new plantings.

The 2022 season will be remembered for a cool growing season 
with lush vineyards, a very late harvesting season that only 
finished by mid-April and uneven ripening within vineyard blocks, 
which complicated accurate sampling and harvesting. Grape 
analyses were also negatively affected by the heat peak in 
February, the natural acidity of the grapes was lower and the 
pH levels higher than usual, and high rainfall in March further 
hampered grape ripening.
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Pierre Snyman, 083 455 5191
pierre@vinpro.co.za

GRAPE AND WINE QUALITY
The market environment increased its alcohol require-
ments for wines; as such, cellars had to increase their 
minimum sugar levels accordingly. Higher-producing 

vineyard blocks were thus under pressure to reach the required 
higher sugar levels. The grapes’ natural acidity was initially high but 
decreased considerably after the heat peak, and acidity had to 
be adjusted during the unloading process. This decrease in acidity 
further led to higher pH levels in the wines, which complicated the 
winemaking process.

In some of the white varieties, powdery mildew infections were 
also high, which also negatively affected grape quality and 
analyses. Red varieties were very well coloured and high-quality 
red wines are expected. Exceptionally good wines are expected 
from the Sauvignon blanc vineyards, as these grapes escaped 

the heat peaks. Since the beginning of the harvest, cellar 
capacity was under pressure for receiving and processing the 
new crop. However, at the beginning of March, the simultaneous 
ripening of cultivars and blocks placed even further pressure on 
cellar intake. Fortunately, rain during mid-March relieved pressure 
on cellar intake to some extent.

SUMMARY
The 2022 crop was later and smaller than in 2021, but still larger 
than the norm. The market put further pressure on producers 
with the requirement of higher alcohol levels for wine. Most 
cellars could successfully handle and process the grape 
intake. Wine quality seems promising and outstanding red 
wines are expected.
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MOST CELLARS 
COULD SUCCESSFULLY 

HANDLE AND 
PROCESS THE GRAPE 

INTAKE.
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