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Presenter Profiles

Anton Smuts, VinPro Chairman would like to officially welcome you here today.
Ciko Thomas, Group Managing Executive: Retail & Business Banking will share a few words from Nedbank.

Nicky Weimar, a Senior Economist at Nedbank Group Economic Unit, will give an economic outlook. In her time at Nedbank, Nicky has focused most of her energies on trends in the overall economy, looking at cycles in the economic growth, inflation and interest rates. She regularly does talks all over South Africa to a variety of audiences like Business Forums, Property Groups, large corporate firms, Government entities, Airlines, etc.

Francois Viljoen, manager of VinPro’s Consultation Service, will let us in on the 2017 season, as well as what we can expect from the upcoming harvest. Among others, he provides viticultural advice to close to 10 wineries from Robertson to Somerset West, Elgin and Darling. He started his career as a viticulturist in 1986 and considers irrigation and canopy management the two most critical viticultural practices for sustainable and profitable winegrowing.

Prof Nick Vink is Chair of the Department of Agricultural Economics at Stellenbosch University. He currently serves as a non-Executive Director on the Boards of the South African Reserve Bank and of Rooibos, Ltd. Nick has served as President of the South African and the African Agricultural Economics Associations and is currently the President-elect of the International Association of Agricultural Economists. He will provide some perspective on the long-term economic cycles in the South African wine industry.

PANEL DISCUSSION (7 panel members, profiles below)
Next up, the question: How do we utilise innovation, local market development, global competitiveness and new markets to grow value from the farm gate to the shelf?
Michael Fridjhon will be our panel chair today. 

With over forty year’s experience in the production, wholesale and retail sectors of the industry and considerable local and international expertise, Michael Fridjhon is one of South Africa’s most highly regarded international wine judges, widely consulted liquor industry authority, and leading wine writers. He teaches and directs the Wine Judging Academy run in association with UCT’s Graduate School of Business and has been an adviser to the South African Minister of Agriculture. He is the author, co-author or contributor to over 30 books, writes a weekly column for Business Day and writes for various international wine publications. Some of his accolades include being a recipient of the French Chevalier de l’Ordre du Mérite Agricole, being lauded as the Louis Roederer International Wine Columnist of the Year in 2012 and honorary membership of the UK's Circle of Wine Writers. 
Rico Basson, managing director of VinPro is also part of the panel. He was appointed as the MD of VinPro at the end of 2011, serves on a number of industry boards and has been instrumental in driving the Wine Industry Strategic Exercise (WISE) initiative. Rico has been involved in the agricultural sector during his entire career, which involves 18 years’ experience in the banking industry.

Denise Stubbs is the Human Resource Manager and part of the executive management at Diemersfontein Wine & Country Estate in Wellington. Denise was instrumental in the creation of the Thokozani Group of Companies, which is a Broad Base Black Economic Empowerment initiative that has wine, conferencing and hospitality property business interests. Thokozani has its own wine label and is represented by distributors in several countries and South Africa. Denise is very passionate about creating capacity building and empowerment opportunities for workers in the wine industry!
Johann Krige is a director of Kanonkop Wine Estate. He holds a BA LLB and MBA from Stellenbosch University and is currently also a board member of VinPro and the Cape Vintners Classification (CVC). In his previous life Johann was chairman of Wines of South Africa (WOSA) and the Stellenbosch Wine Routes, vice-chairman of SAWIS, as well as board members of the KWV and Swartland Winery. 
Neville Carew is the CEO of the Home of Origin Wine South Africa, where he has been for nearly 8 years. He has 25 years’ experience in production, procurement, marketing and sales, which included being the CEO of Spier Wine Estate. He currently serves on the boards of the South African Liquor Brandowners’ Association (SALBA) and Wines of South Africa (WOSA) and is chairman of the WOSA Audit Committee. Over the past 20 years he has had the opportunity to travel extensively to around 33 countries abroad and gain an understanding of the complexities of the market place as well as the competition we have as a relatively small global player in terms of production and export volumes.
Richard Rushton is the Group Managing Director at Distell, which means that he ensures the company delivers on its key objectives and is responsible for building a high performance culture within the company. He has extensive knowledge of the local and international liquor industry both in a commercial and marketing capacity having worked in senior leadership roles in Africa, Asia and Latin America.
Gavin Dittmar is the Managing Director of Meridian Wine Merchants, a leading South African wine distribution and marketing business. After graduating and working as an engineer in South Africa and the UK, he started a direct-to-your-door wine catalogue sales business, Wine Direct, in 1995. At the end of 1998 he purchased Meridian Wine Merchants, which expanded from Gauteng to the rest of South Africa following investment from Solly Kramer and members of the Rupert family. This year Meridian Wine Merchants celebrates their twentieth anniversary and represents 41 wine brands from 24 Cape wine producers distributing throughout South Africa as well as various Southern and East African countries.  
END OF PANEL

FINAL PRESENTER:
How do we talk to the average South African wine consumer? Do we hit the spot or miss in some instances when talking about our products? Lebo Motshegoa, the managing director of Foshizi, will tell us a bit more about this interesting topic. He has been nicknamed The Insight Guru by many media publications that occasionally call on him to make sense of consumer insights. He is also the author of township lingo dictionaries having being the first person in South Africa to publish these dictionaries that went on to win him awards and recognition as the go-to person for black consumer insights. Foshizi is a mass market research company that has been a leading specialist in the main market for the past 14 years. Foshizi goes to the people, be it in the townships or rural areas to conduct their research. Their research has opened new avenues for clients’ likes DSTV, Tiger Brands, Kellogg's, Toyota, Nandos’, SARS to name a few.
