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Nicky Weimar, a Senior Economist at Nedbank Group Economic Unit, will give an economic
outlook. In her time at Nedbank, Nicky has focused most of her energies on trends in the overall

economy, looking at cycles in the economic growth, inflation and interest rates. She regularly does

talks all over South Africa to a variety of audiences like Business Forums, Property Groups, large

corporate firms, Government entities, Airlines, etc.

Jancis Robinson, an acclaimed UK wine critic and journalist, will discuss international wine
trends. She is described by Decanter magazine as ‘the most respected wine critic and journalist

in the world’ and was the first person outside the wine trade to obtain the title Master of Wine and

was awarded an OBE (Order of the British Empire) by Her Majesty the Queen, on whose cellar

she advises.

Craig Irving, the founder and current CEO of Consumer Insight Agency (CIA), will give an

overview on domestic and African markets. The CIA pioneered the use of ethnography for top

blue chip clients and specialises in unearthing the consumer magic that ignites potent brand and

marketing strategies. Craig previously worked at Ogilvy & Mather from 1989 - 1997 in London and

South Africa where he was a planner with brands like Ford, Volkswagen, Old Mutual and South

African Breweries.

Francois Viljoen, manager of VinPro’s Consultation Service, will discuss the seasonal overview
and harvest expectations. Among others, he provides viticultural advice to close to 10 wineries

from Robertson to Somerset West, Elgin and Darling. He started his career as a viticulturist in

1986 and considers irrigation and canopy management the two most critical viticultural practices

for sustainable and profitable winegrowing.

Minister Alan Winde, Western Cape Department of Agriculture, Economic Development and

Tourism, will lead a discussion about agriculture as a game-changer in the economy, and

specifically the role of agri-processing in driving growth and job creation in our economy. Minister



Winde was previously the Minister of Finance, Economic Development and Tourism. Following the

May elections, Minister Winde took over the Agriculture portfolio, a move which consolidated all

the economic departments of the government under one ministry.

Alayne Reesburg, chief executive officer of Design Capital Cape Town, will advise on how to

take wine tourism to the next level. Born in Ladismith in the Cape, Alayne grew up in the

Kalahari until she went to UCT. Thereafter she lived in the USA and UK for more than 20 years,

pursuing interesting career opportunities in high-powered corporate environments, as well as in

diplomacy as a negotiator.

Rico Basson, managing director of VinPro, will conclude the day by discussing Wine Industry
Strategic Exercise (Wise), the industry’s new strategic framework. He was previously employed

at FNB Commercial as regional manager: agriculture for Western and Eastern Cape and has 18

years’ experience in the banking industry with a strong focus on the agricultural sector, including

the wine industry.


