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Confidence, growth and jobs in SA’s agricultural sector
Wandile Sihlobo is an agricultural economist and head of research at the Agricultural Business Chamber  
of South Africa (Agbiz). He is a columnist for Business Day, Business Times and Farmers Weekly magazine, 
author of the blog Agricultural Economics Today and a member of the South African Agricultural Economics 
Association. Wandile holds a Master of Science degree in Agricultural Economics from Stellenbosch University 
and previous experience includes being an economist at Grain South Africa and serving on the Secretariat of 
the Agri-Sector Unity Forum (ASUF) Land Reform working group. 
– Wandile Sihlobo, Agbiz

09:30

08:00 REGISTRATION 09:00 OPENING 09:20 A WORD FROM NEDBANK

The South African wine industry takes a look at the factors that will drive 
profitability, global competitiveness and sustainability going forward.

The importance of social dialogue in the SA wine industry
Linda Lipparoni has worked in the field of development for thirty years, managing various initiatives aimed at 
supporting multi-stakeholder and community driven infrastructure, tourism, environmental and social enterprise 
development schemes throughout South Africa. A development and industrial sociologist by training, Linda is 
passionate about sustainable change management, social justice issues and empowering people, business 
and communities. In her role as CEO of the ethical trade body WIETA she has been instrumental in promoting 
ethical trade and sustainable agricultural practice throughout the wine industry value-chain over the past nine 
years. She has also implemented several internationally funded programmes to tackle critical ethical trade 
issues impacting South Africa. 
– Linda Lipparoni, WIETA

10:40

Talking wine business
Although he is an agricultural economist by profession, Christo Conradie’s experience stretches across a 

number of industries. After completing his Honours BSc in Agricultural Economy at Stellenbosch University 
as well as various other short Business courses, he started working at the Department of Agriculture and 

then joined the KWV. After a few years Absa recruited him, where he gained valuable experience in not only 
agriculture, but also in the retail- and business banking fraternity, including the operational environment at the 

Absa head office in Johannesburg. Although he is an agricultural economist by profession, his experience 
stretches across a number of industries. Christo has been manager of wine business at Vinpro since 2013, 

dedicated to wine cellars, as well as focusing on agricultural economy and wine tourism.
– Christo Conradie, Vinpro

10:05

DATE: 17 January 2019 VENUE: CTICC, Cape Town TIME: 09:00 – 15:00
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Book online at www.vinpro.co.za, phone 021 276 0460 or e-mail info@vinpro.co.za.

REGISTRATION CLOSES ON 11 JANUARY 2019.

What’s happening in the vineyard?
Entering his 33rd season as viticulturist, Francois manages Vinpro’s Consultation Service team of viticulturists 
and soil scientists. He has a BSc degree in Viticulture and Oenology from Stellenbosch University, as well as 
an Honours degree in Agri Extension Services. He started his career in 1986 and considers irrigation, canopy 
management and harvest date the most critical viticulture practices for sustainable and profitable winegrowing. 
Among others, he provides viticultural advice to close to 10 wine estates from Robertson to Somerset West, 
Franschhoek and Darling.
– Francois Viljoen, Vinpro

11:15

The future of wine has changed – how the industry needs to evolve 
if it is to survive and prosper in a very different world 
Robert Joseph, British wine expert and writer, is now editorial consultant for the wine trade magazine Meininger’s 
Wine Business International which he helped launch in 2006. He was also instrumental in establishing Wine 
International magazine in 1983 and the International Wine Challenge in 1984, which is regarded as one of 
the largest wine shows in the world. Robert is chairman of the Wine Institute of Asia and has chaired other 
wine competitions all over the world, and has received various global accolades for the advancement of wine. 
Commercially, Joseph is one of the trio behind Hugh Kevin & Robert Wines, who’s award-winning Le Grand Noir 
and Greener Planet wines now sell over 2.5 m bottles per year in 40 countries.
– Robert Joseph, Author of The Future of Wine has Changed

13:25

What’s in it for me?
Mark has a wealth of senior management experience in retail buying, marketing, operations and distribution 

gained over a period of 40 years across various sectors in the South African FMCG industry. In his role as 
National Wine GM, he has taken retailer Ultra Liquors from a barely recognised group to being a leading wine 

retailer in South Africa in the past 12 years. His experience includes being grocery buyer and later national 
wine buyer for Shoprite Checkers.

– Mark Norrish, Ultra Liquors

12:50

It’s time to take a long hard look at ourselves 
Max du Preez is a veteran journalist and television personality with a strong reputation for his independent 

thinking, understanding of the political and social dynamics of South Africa and abilities to communicate complex 
issues simply and clearly. He was born in the Free State in 1951 and educated at Stellenbosch University. His 

career in journalism includes serving as the political correspondent of the Financial Mail, Sunday Times and 
Business Day. Max now works as a syndicated columnist, a documentary film maker, a political analyst and 

popular public speaker. He has written nine highly acclaimed books on South African history and politics. Among 
his many awards, he was the 2006 Yale Globalist International Journalist of the Year and the 2008 recipient of 
the prestigious Nat Nakasa Award for integrity and courage in journalism from the SA National Editors Forum.

– Max du Preez, political commentator

14:00

BRUNCH BREAK 11:50

CONCLUSION 14:35

*Discount limited to two tickets per member


