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PRESENTER PROFILES 
 
Johann Els, a senior economist at MacroSolutions Old Mutual Investment Group 
South Africa (OMIGSA), will give an economic outlook. He started as an economist 
at Old Mutual in 1991and is now jointly responsible for all areas of macro-economic 
research which includes analysis of the global economy as well as local economic 
research. 
 
Mike Veseth, the keynote speaker, is an authority on the political economy of 
globalisation and the global wine market. He will give an overview of the 
international wine market with regard to structural changes, and zone in on future 
scenarios for the South African wine industry. Veseth is professor emeritus of 
International Political Economy at the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, 
Washington, editor of The Wine Economist-blog and renowned author of titles such 
as Wine Wars and the recently released Extreme Wine. 
 
Francois Viljoen, manager of VinPro's Consultation Service, will discuss the 
seasonal overview and harvest expectations. Among others, he provides 
viticultural advice to close to 10 wineries from Robertson Somerset West, Elgin and 
Darling. He started his career as a viticulturist in 1986 and considers irrigation and 
canopy management the two most critical viticultural practices for sustainable and 
profitable winegrowing. 
 
Phillip Retief, chief executive officer of Van Loveren, will discuss prospects in the 
domestic wine market. Phillip is a qualified chartered accountant with a good 
understanding of the challenges of primary production, with financial, sales and 
marketing realities. He was chairman of the Robertson Wine Valley for five years and 
non-executive director at the KWV for eight years. 
 
Rico Basson, managing director of VinPro, will share some key wine industry 
perspectives. He was previously employed at FNB Commercial as regional 
manager: agriculture for the Western and Eastern Cape and has 18 years’ 
experience in the banking industry with a strong focus on the agricultural sector, 
including the wine industry. 
 
Stephen Rannekleiv, an executive director in Rabobank’s Food and Agricultural 
Research and Advisory department in New York, will address South Africa’s 
competitiveness in a global context. He is the lead research analyst covering the 
wine and spirits sectors, focusing on a variety of aspects including relative 
competitiveness of wine regions, strategic sourcing of wine, market assessments, 
distribution issues and the future of bulk wine trade. 
 
Guy Lundy, strategy consultant, will focus on the future of Africa, with emphasis on 
business opportunities presented by this continent’s rapid growth. He was until 
recently the CEO of Accelerate Cape Town and is now a principal at Odgers 
Berndtson. His directorships include Wesgro and Cape Town Tourism, and he was 
listed by Business Day as one of the ‘Top 100 Thinkers in South Africa’ in 2009. 


